Paget's disease of bone and osteonecrosis.
Paget's disease of bone, although common in the long bones and pelvis, is less common in the head and neck. A 20-year follow-up is reported of a patient who was diagnosed with Paget's disease following the investigation of her initial oral complaint. Following surgical extraction of two teeth in her maxilla, the sockets have failed to heal, despite numerous attempted interventions. This case highlights both the cranio-maxillofacial and oral manifestations of Paget's disease of bone, its effects on surgical exodontia and the possible effects of bisphosphonate therapy. Paget's disease of bone does not manifest in the head and neck commonly but, when it does, there are significant implications for the dentist. Prevention and conservation of the patient's remaining teeth are paramount as the complications of extraction are significant.